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PART A - INTRODUCTION 

 
1. Background to the institution 
 
The Flute Studio was founded by the Director after his retirement from senior posts at the Royal Northern 
College of Music in Manchester and the Guildhall School of Music in London. He was also the founder of the 
British Flute Society and founder and Director of the International Summer School for flautists. He is author of 
the standard learning manuals for the flute, having 172 books available in print, and is Chairman of the British 
Flute Society. 
 
2. Brief description of the current provision 
 
The Flute Studio (the Studio) operates within the Director’s own home, a cottage in the small village of 
Hastingleigh near Wye. Students rent holiday flats in neighbouring Elmsted. The number of students has been 
set at six over a number of years. Most come from abroad: the teaching group which finished on 31 March 2015 
contained students from North America, Australia, China and Malaysia, with an age range of 19 to 27 years. The 
Director is well-known at summer schools, and he also lectures, performs and adjudicates. Students are 
normally at an advanced stage (graduate or postgraduate) before arrival and intend to perform or teach at a 
professional level. 
 
3. Inspection process 
 
The Director of the Studio is its owner, teacher and administrator. Classes take place from 09.00 to 17.00 on 
Monday and Thursday of each week. It was agreed, however, that the interim inspection should take place on a 
Wednesday after the end of term. The term finished on Tuesday, 31 March 2015. 
 
4.  Inspection history 
 

Full Accreditation inspection:               4 July 2008 

Interim inspection:                20 August 2009 

Reaccreditation inspection:               8 February 2013  
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PART B – JUDGEMENTS AND EVIDENCE 
The following judgements and comments are based upon evidence seen by the inspector(s) during the 
inspection and from documentation provided by the institution 
 
1.  Significant changes since the last inspection  
(If there has been a change of premises which has not been reported on previously, please include a full report on 
the new premises) 
 
There have been no significant changes since the last inspection. 
 
2.  Response to action points in last report 
 
It was noted that a contradiction regarding the amount of deposit had arisen on the Flute Studio’s website.  The 
wording on the website was amended after the last inspection to avoid confusion. 
 
3.  Compliance with BAC accreditation requirements – spot check 
 
3.1  Management, Staffing and Administration 
 

 Met Partially met Not met NA 

The standards are judged to be     

Comments 
The Director serves as both teacher and administrator of the Studio (hereinafter called the Teacher).  During 
the last term, from 1 October 2014 to 31 March 2015, four specialist teachers visited the Studio to give one day 
classes, six in total.  In addition, students are given the opportunity to attend free classes at the Royal Academy 
of Music in London. 
 
Student records, for example application forms, references and personal information are kept in a safe in the 
Studio’s administration office. 

 
3.2 Teaching, Learning and Assessment 

 

 Met Partially met Not met NA 

The standards are judged to be     

Comments 
 
The Teacher on the course has extensive knowledge of his subject, both practically and theoretically.  
As part of their studies, students are required to complete a project on the History of the Flute from 0 – 1700.  
In addition to developing their performance skills, students are taught about the problems which can occur 
with flutes and how to repair them.   
 
Students are also provided with access to a wide range of resources to complement their studies, there is a 
library of approximately 900 CDs, containing music from 1904 onwards, and students are able to take away a 
range of flutes to try. There is also a substantial collection of flute books in a range of languages and sheet 
music which can be accessed by the students. Students sign out the resources they borrow. In addition to 
books, a wide range of flute magazines in different languages is also provided for the students to access, to 
ensure that they are fully informed about what is happening in their field around the world. Students also have 
access to the internet on site. 
 
Classes are held on Mondays and Thursdays between 09.00 and 17.00, with a 30 minute break for lunch and a 
short break for coffee, occupying 14 hours of study per week. In addition to their attendance at classes, 
students are expected to practise for an additional four to five hours per day. Such practice establishes a good 
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routine for the students’ professional life after the course. 
 
At the end of the course, the Studio provides the students with an ‘in-house’ certificate of completion. The 
Teacher is also happy to provide references should students require one. The Teacher also writes a newsletter 
four or five times a year and this is sent to all past students; presently there are 149 names on the mailing list, 
with 100 alumni in touch with the Teacher on a regular basis. Approximately one third of past students join 
orchestras, with others becoming teachers or flute repairers.   

 
3.3  Student Welfare 

 

 Met Partially met Not met NA 

The standards are judged to be     

Comments 
 
The Teacher of the Studio has long professorial experience in the delivery of higher education within a UK 
quality assurance framework that incorporates consideration of appropriate welfare arrangements for mature 
adults engaged in postgraduate study. He also has more than 25 years experience of looking after small groups 
of such students in the Studio in Hastingleigh. Students conduct study-related and social interactions in 
conversational English. 
 
Accommodation is provided in two holiday flats, each with facilities for three people, and this has been 
provided through a commercial, third party organisation for the last ten years. An on-site manager at the flats 
in Elmsted handles any issues which might arise regarding student accommodation. If there are any issues that 
cannot be resolved by the on-site manager, the Teacher ensures that the student’s concerns are addressed.  
The accommodation is regularly inspected by the local tourist board. 
 
Field trips offered by the Studio are closely related to the focus of studies: concerts, masterclasses and 
associated activities; some local, some in London and some abroad. These enrichment activities provide 
opportunities to engage with the wider flute performance community. Students also give two performances 
during their course, one at a local primary school in March and an annual Christmas Concert at the local 
church, a recording of the second performance is made and CDs are provided for the students. In addition to 
these activities, the Teacher and his students have dinner once a month at the Flute Studio and students are 
invited to accompany the Teacher for a one hour walk each evening.  Students are also taken to Dungeness, 
Canterbury and the local town during the course. 
 
At the end of the course, students are asked to complete a Student Feedback Questionnaire, in which they are 
asked to comment on the course, classes and accommodation and to make general comments. 

 
3.4   Premises and Facilities   

 

 Met Partially met Not met NA 

The standards are judged to be     

Comments 
 
The Studio has a security alarm which sounds when visitors approach the building. There are no areas of 
hazard. The premises consist of a studio containing a concert piano, musical equipment, a display of flutes and 
a library of sheet music. A second room contains a library of sheet music and magazines.  
 
Tea and coffee are provided for students in the dining room. Students also have access to the Studio’s kitchen, 
where they can use the microwave and other kitchen facilities. 
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PART C – SUMMARY OF STRENGTHS AND ACTION POINTS  
 

Institution’s strengths 
 
An audition, either in person or on CD, is completed by all applicants. Many are known to the Teacher, having 
met him after his performances abroad, at which time some have also played for him. All places are offered on 
merit. Places at the Studio are generally oversubscribed with 10 to 15 applicants applying for the six places 
available each year.  
 
The Studio is a well established institution which offers students the opportunity to study the flute in small 
groups with a noted, well respected expert in the field. The location of the Studio in Hastingleigh, in an area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, is conducive to the students’ wellbeing as they are encouraged to immerse 
themselves in their studies and the local community. 
 

 
 

Actions required Priority 
H/M/L 

None.  

 
COMPLIANCE WITH STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
 

Declaration of compliance has been signed and dated. 
 

YES 

Further comments, if applicable 
 
 

 
 
 
 


